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MHAA GRANTS FOR FY 2021

This year we’ve made huge 
changes to the Maryland Heritage 
Area Authority grants!

After several years of planning, 
MHAA has reworked our grant 
requirements to better serve all 
of our partners. Beginning with 
FY21, we have dropped the 75% 
cash match on all MHAA grants. 
A grant application’s required 
match can now entirely be in-kind, 
using volunteer hours or donated 
professional services, materials and 
labor. Additionally, the reporting 
system has been greatly simplified.

We’re already working with several 
partners on their FY22 grants. 
Please give us a call to plan your 
MHAA grant-funded project!

FY 2021 MHAA grant awards went to:

Sandy Spring Slave Museum – 
$10,000 for upgraded high-speed 
cable and monitors in the museum.

Glen Echo Park Partnership – 
$20,000 for a year-long event/
program celebrating the restoration 
of the 1921 Dentzel carousel.

C&O Canal Association – $15,000 
for a multi-heritage area grant 
supporting the 2021 World Canal 
Conference to be headquartered in 
Hagerstown.

Heritage Montgomery – $100,000 
management grant and $25,000 
block grant for the HM Mini-Grant 
program.

Pennyfield lockhouse
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FY21 MINI GRANTS

We’re pleased to announce this year’s  
Mini-Grant awards:

• Germantown Historical Society: $1000 
Bank Archive Project

• Glen Echo Park Partnership: $1000 
Dentzel Carousel Video

• The Menare Foundation: $600 
Design, Update & Replenish Marketing Materials

• Montgomery Countryside Alliance: $2350 
Ag Reserve Video Vignettes

• Montgomery Preservation, Inc.: $2500 
Re-Imagining MPI Planning Project

• Peerless Rockville: $2500 
Rockville Underground Railroad Brochure

• Sandy Spring Museum: $2500 
Documenting Historic Black Communities, Year 2

• Sandy Spring Slave Museum: $1875 
Sandy Spring African American Heritage Trail

• Smithville School & Museum Center: $2500 
Site and Parking Development Project

• Town of Brookeville: $700 
Interpretive Sign Replacement

• Warren Historic Site Committee: $1682 
Security System for Warren Historic Site

This year we introduced a major change to our Mini-
Grant requirements. In order to ensure access to these 
funds by all of our partners, we have reduced the cash 
match requirement from 50% to 25% with the rest of the 
match made up by in-kind contributions.

HERITAGE MONTGOMERY STAFF

Sarah L. Rogers, Executive Director 
director@HeritageMontgomery.org

Lori Ranney, Deputy Director 
lori@HeritageMontgomery.org

Like us on Facebook

This project has been financed in part with State funds  
from the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

emanciPation day at Button farm 

Greetings All,

I hope this finds you and yours well.

We’ve moved! The lease at our longtime Waters House 
home was terminated and we have “moved” to my 
home office until we locate a new space. Our new 
mailing address is Heritage Montgomery, PO Box 
10237, Gaithersburg, MD 20898 and our phone number 
remains the same, 301-515-0753.

I have been active in State and local COVID 
recovery efforts. Resources are posted our website, 
HeritageMontgomery.org, under the Partners/
Management Tools tab. Please give me a call if you  
have questions or concerns about the many challenges 
and opportunities facing your sites during these 
complex times.

We have been busy developing new driving tours and 
brochures. I have thoroughly enjoyed my travels along 
our Rustic Roads designing tours and exploring new 
places that even I hadn’t seen before – and am sure you 
will love them, too. We’ve also collected tours from 
partners so you’ll have a great menu of drives and 
destinations. These are posted and updated under the 
Places to Go tab on our website.

And last but not least, please remember HM in your 
year-end giving. So many of the programs that provide 
much-needed support to our county’s rich heritage 
resources rely on your gift. Additionally, please let us 
know if you or your business would like to sponsor a 
particular project or program.

Have a peaceful and safe holiday season!
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INTERPRETIVE PANELS

New interpretive panels are going up in the 
Agricultural Reserve! The panels, representing 
three of our themes – African American Heritage, 

the Ag Reserve, and Transportation Heritage – are being 
placed this fall and winter.

Many thanks to our partners Montgomery Countryside 
Alliance, Sugarland Ethno-History Project, Warren 
Historic Site Committee, and Historic White’s Ferry for 
working with us researching and editing the signs!

HM WINTER PROGRAMS

Many of our partners have been and will continue 
to present virtual programs this season. If you 
are looking for some winter fun, here are a few 
suggestions: 

Black Rock Center for the Arts – online exhibits  
and arts classes 
BlackRockCenter.org

Gaithersburg Winter Lights Festival – at Seneca 
Creek State Park, now through Dec. 30 
GaithersburgMD.gov/recreation/special-events

Glen Echo Park – Holiday Art Show and Sale, now 
through Jan. 3, and winter classes for children, 
teenagers, and adults 
GlenEchoPark.org

Montgomery History – virtual programs and 
exhibits 
MontgomeryHistory.org

Montgomery Parks – outdoor activities and online 
programs 
MontgomeryParks.org/activities

Montgomery Preservation – virtual programs 
MontgomeryPreservation.org

Peerless Rockville – virtual programs and exhibits 
PeerlessRockville.org

Sandy Spring Museum – Fine Arts & Crafts Holiday 
Gift show, now through Dec. 23 and  
virtual programs 
SandySpringMuseum.org

Winter Woods

THE HISTORY OF THE FERRY

Around 1817, the earliest ferry opened for 
business at this location, joining several ferries 
which operated along the Potomac River. 

In 1871, Elijah V. White, a former Confederate 
cavalry commander in Montgomery County, 
purchased the ferry operation and built two 
warehouses, one for each side of the river, to 
support his dry goods shipping business. In the 
1890s, the business passed to his son, Elijah B. 
White.

In 1946, the ferry business was purchased by R. 
Edwin Brown and a group of local businessmen. 
In the late 1980s, the Brown family secured sole 
ownership of White’s Ferry. Today, it is the last 
ferry on the Potomac and one of the last in the 
Mid-Atlantic region. 

CAPTION

Over time the ferry evolved from moving farm products to transporting 
cars and passengers.

THE HISTORY OF WHITE’S FERRY

The original ferry was probably a flat bottomed-wooden craft guided 
across the river using poles and ropes. Its design was much like the 
ferry boat shown below: a long, low structure with a ramp at both 
ends for loading and unloading cargo. It carried passengers, 
livestock, grain and produce between Maryland and Virginia.

In the early 1870s, the crossing was modernized by the installation 
of an iron tow cable, that powered the ferry across the river. Today, 
the ferry is fully mechanized: an on-board engine guides the boat as 
it is pulled across the river by the tow cable.

Illustration by Edwin Tunis

Goods shipped across the Potomac River were moved from the ferry landing over 
the canal to granary and storage buildings to await shipping to points up and 
down the canal. Shown above is the iron truss bridge with the buildings visible 
across the canal circa 1900.

Newly freed people purchased adjoining parcels of land 
here for the purpose of building an African American 
community. Named Sugarland for the forests of sugar 
maples on the land, this self-sufficient township grew to 
include a post office, wells, a store, community hall, and 
a coronet band. Along with farming their own land, men 
worked at nearby farms, Seneca Stone Quarry, and the 
C & O Canal, while women worked for local doctors and 
morticians, in local homes, and as midwives. 

By the late 1970s, the families of many of the original 
settlers had relocated to more modern housing nearer to 
their jobs and schools. A few families still live nearby 
and the remains of the community’s structures have 
been reclaimed by the surrounding woodlands. 

Today, the church houses the Sugarland Ethno History 
Project which leads research and preservation of the 
community records and artifacts. It is also used for 
services, meetings, celebrations, and genealogical 
research.

Residents drawing water from the community well.

THE SUGARLAND COMMUNITY

This map shows the central core of the Sugarland community in the early 1900s. Founded in 1871, it grew to encompass over 200 acres and was home to 40 families. The original church burned in 1895 and was replaced later that 
year by the present structure. The original school stood from the early 1880s to 1925 when it was replaced by a Rosenwald school. It was then converted to a home in the early 1940s and was later destroyed by arson. The 
cemetery is still used today and contains graves dating back to 1872. A close look at the map reveals details showing gardens, crops, wells, and outbuildings, as well as the names of property owners.

Beginning in 1864, newly emancipated African 
Americans built communities throughout the 
county. By the early 1900s, over 40 settlements had 
been built. Traditional community centers 
contained three buildings - a church, a school, and a 
benefits hall and were surrounded by residents’ 
homes.

Courtesy of George McDaniel

Lorem ipsum

Created in 1980 to retain the County’s historic 
farmlands, culture, and natural areas, the 
Agricultural and Open Space Reserve is an 
award-winning national preservation model. 
Special zoning and policies are in place to 
conserve this pastoral working landscape with 
its nearly 800 farms, some of which date to the 
early 1700s. 

The Agricultural Reserve supports farmers 
growing a host of crops including apples, 
berries, peaches, tomatoes, pumpkins, wheat, 
and corn and raising horses, cows, poultry, 
sheep, and goats. Visit the markets and pick- 
-your-own-farms, hike the wooded trails, paddle 
the rivers, cycle the winding rustic roads, and 
explore the unspoiled landscape. Whether you 
fancy the freshest fruits and organic greens, 
craft brews, or artisan crafted woolens, you will 
find them here.
 
In addition to providing produce for our region, 
the Reserve’s fields and forests help filter our 
water and air and provide critical  habitats for 
local wildlife. Take your time, breathe in, and 
explore!

Visitors greet a mule along the C&O Canal National Historical Park towpath.
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YOU ARE HERE

PLAN YOUR TRIP 

Farms & Markets   
MocoAlliance.org

See & Do   

HeritageMontgomery.org

Discover & Explore   
MontgomeryParks.org    

CanalTrust.org   

Dnr.Maryland.gov    

SugarloafRegionalTrails.org

Stay & Play    
VisitMontgomery.com
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Many of our partners 
offer gift shops with 
interesting and unique 
gift ideas. You’ll find 
something to please 
everyone from books 
on local history, 
handmade arts and 
crafts, and even local 
honey! Some are open 

to the public for easy, safe on-site shopping and others 
offer online shopping options. To find out more, visit 
HeritageMontgomery.org and explore the Heritage Sites 
page under the Places to Go tab.

HERITAGE MONTGOMERY  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Laura Anderson Wright, Sandy Spring Slave  
Museum – President

Sheila Bashiri, City of Rockville – Vice President

Heidi Glatfelter Schlag,  
C&O Canal Trust – Secretary

Ying Fang, CPA – Treasurer

Rebeccah Ballo, Montgomery County Planning 
Department

Abby Clouse-Radigan, Historic Medley District

Anthony Cohen, The Menare Foundation

Allison Weiss, Sandy Spring Museum

PARTNER NEWS

Congratulations Montgomery Preservation Award 
winning partners: King Barn Dairy MOOseum, Warren 
Historic Site, and the Heritage Montgomery Board 
of Directors which received the Montgomery County 
County Executive’s Award for excellence in stewarding 
historic, cultural, and natural resources. 

We are pleased to highlight some of the projects 
supported by HM grants this year. 

Join Montgomery History for the 15th annual 
Montgomery County History Conference, January 
22-30, 2021. This year the conference is taking place 
entirely online so there are myriad opportunities to 
take part. Tickets start at just $25 and are on sale now. 
Visit MontgomeryHistory.org or call 301-340-2825 for 
more information. 

C&O Canal Association 
worked closely with the 
National Park Service 
to design and produce 
three interpretive 
panels telling the story 
of the historic African 
American Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
camp once located at 

Carderock. The signs were installed in late November 
in the C&O Canal National Historical Park.

After years of hard 
work, the Josiah Henson 
Museum and Park plans 
to open in early 2021. The 
park explores the history 
of Henson, who was 
enslaved at the historic 
farm site, his life as a 
farm laborer, his escape 

to freedom, and Harriet Beecher Stowe’s popular book 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which was based on Henson’s life. 
The property includes a new Visitor Center, exhibits, 
archaeological sites, and the restored farmstead.

The Maryland Heritage Areas Authority (MHAA), 
working with all 13 State Heritage Areas, is developing 
an Economic Impact Study measuring both the visitor 
and financial impact generated by each Heritage Area. 
The study will be completed by year’s end and we 
look forward to sharing it with you. 

This year we also provided over $200,000 in 
Emergency Grant funding to partners including:

• Boyds-Clarksburg Historical Society

• Germantown Historical Society

• Historic Medley District, Inc.

• Montgomery County Historical Society

• Peerless Rockville

• Sandy Spring Museum

• Sandy Spring Slave Museum

• Scotland AME Zion Church

MHAA GRANTS FOR FY 2021 
continued from page 1

Panel installation

henson house

heritage area gifts


